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LOUISVILLE ARMORY-GARDENS-FORUM
SPRING 2021
Prof. Peter Waldman

  The Louisville Armory is a multi-purpose event space in downtown Louisville, KY that was built in 1905 as drill 
hall for the National Guard. Over the course of the 20th century the building acted as an urban center playing host to conventions, 
basketball games, boxing matches, concerts, and political rallies. The Armory was renovated and renamed to the Louisville Gardens 
in 1963 to ‘modernize’ the nearly 60-year-old building. The lobby was altered with a new front entrance; the structure was hidden by 
acoustic panels; more “functional” spaces were created. After years of financial neglect from the city, the Louisville Gardens closed 
in 2007. Since then, the empty stands and basketball court area has been used as a storage center for the county government.
 My thesis proposal is an adaptive renovation of this building that looks to reignite the Louisville Gardens and its surrounding 
urban context creating a new civic and institutional center for the city. Along with the renovation of the Stadium itself, the new civic 
complex will include converting the adjacent Center Street into a pedestrian street, converting the parking lot in front of the building 
into a fountain plaza, rethinking an adjacent park to add functional urban uses, and adding a new Hall of Justice behind the building 
on the site of an existing parking garage. Initial investigations of the site’s past and present through collaged images led the new 
name for this new and old urban space: 
 THE LOUISVILLE FORUM.

This concept collage of the Armory building and its Urban context shows an immediate urban precinct that connects with the city’s most important civic build-
ings. Overlaid on top of the site plan is a map of the Roman Forum that shows a lineage and precedent for the project.

PAST ARMORY CURRENT GARDENS 

4 5 



FUTURE FORUMFUTURE FORUM

 LOBBYLOBBY

 ARENAARENA 

 DIVING WELLDIVING WELL

 LOBBYLOBBY

 ARENAARENA 

 DIVING WELLDIVING WELL6 7 



SCALE 1/32”=1’CROSS-SECTION 1
LOBBY

SCALE 1/32”=1’CROSS-SECTION 3
DIVING WELL

SCALE 1/32”=1’CROSS-SECTION 2
STADIUM
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PROPOSED EXISTING 

GROUND FLOOR PLAN SCALE 1/48” = 1’
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HADRIAN’S SETTLEMENT 
FALL 2020
Prof. W.G. Clark

 Situated on an abandoned shopping center off of I-29 in Charlottesville, Virginia, Hadrian’s settlement 
seeks to establish a community comprised of a 13- story apartment block surrounded by a gym, pedestrian 
commercial street, and a school. The form for master plan of this community draws heavily on abstracted 
axises from Hadrian’s Villa along with a modernist aesthetic and seeks to establish a new relationship 
between buildings on the site and meadow creek adjacent to the site. This project primarily used iterative 
model making to explore the ideal of higher density communities directly surrounded by natural and 
agricultural settings.

FINAL FORM ITERATION MODEL
SCALE 1/32” = 1’

PRESENTATION MODEL 
SCALE 1/32” = 1’
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WEST ELEVATION
Morning Light 

EAST ELEVATION
Evening Light

SITE PLAN
SCALE 1/128” = 1’
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UNIT PLANS
SCALE 1/16” = 1’
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FLOOR PLAN
SCALE 1/48” = 1’
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CONTAINED SPACES
SPRING 2020
Prof. Karen Van Lengen

 This building aims to create a termination 
point for UVA’s lawn as well as an entrance 
marker to UVA’s grounds for visitors coming 
from the north. The building is comprised of a 
cubic volume that faces the rotunda slightly off 
axis, and a housing block that faces the north. 
The program of the space is a dining hall on 
the ground floor that gives way to public study 
spaces moving up the section of the building. 
All of the interior spaces are completely unique 
from level to level corresponding with their given 
program, and they are also all connected to the 
wider volume giving a feeling of more room. The 
structure of the central volume is very robust in 
order to span the ceiling space frame making the 
ground floor mostly column-free and open. This 
project aims to reach the ideals of a university 
library (once embodied in the Rotunda) bustling 
with student activity at all times by providing 
casual and private areas for both eating, 
studying, and living.

CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN20 21 



Roof Space frame 
(10’ depth)

Vierendeel Truss 
Columns  (12.5’ truss 
depth)

Stair Cores and 
Circulation Paths

Steel Framing for 
Housing Block

STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM 
SCALE 1/64” = 1’

1. Steel truss columns
2. Glass Panels (double 
panes)
3. Aluminium bracket for 
copper facade panels 
4.Aluminium mullion 
brackets   for glass 
5. Copper facade panel 
(for shading)
6. Concrete flooring
7. Concrete foundations
8. railings for pathways 
(glass and aluminium 
railings)
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CONSTRUCTION 
DETAIL 
SCALE 1/4” = 1’
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top of mad bowl west   12’
bottom of rotunda         24’

top of rotunda portico   62’  

top of rotunda               84’

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
SCALE 1/32” = 1’

SITE SECTION
SCALE  3/256” = 1’

UPPER LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
SCALE 1/32” = 1’
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SECTIONAL
PERSPECTIVE
6:00PM EST
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DAYTIME INTERIOR VIEW NIGHTTIME EXTERIOR VIEW 
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HEALING SHARDS 
FALL 2019
Prof. Peter Waldman 

 Located in the lower east side of Manhattan, 
Healing Shards is a medical guild building that 
imprints the philosphies of eastern medicine and 
western medicine through two juxtaposed halves of 
a building that relate to their wider surrounds on the 
scale of the Manhattan block, neighborhood, and city. 
The facades of the building outwardly express the 
rationality of the design within. These two side of the 
building are mediated with a fantastic light filled atrium 
that re illuminates the promise the city block’s interior 
organically formed courtyard 

LONGITUDINAL SITE SECTION
SCALE 1/32” = 1’ 

30 31 



FLOOR PLANS
SCALE 1/32” = 1’ 

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC
DRAWING 

FACADES +
CENTRAL ATRIUM

WALLS +
FLOOR PLATES

STRUCTURAL
FRAMING

PARTI WALLS +
GLASS PANES

CIRCULATION CORES
+ LECTURE HALL

BASE WIREFRAME
VIEW

CHRYSTIE ST. RENDER

BOWERY RENDER
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ISOMETRIC VIEW RENDER
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FRAME PLACE 
SPRING 2019
Prof. Gonzolo Alonso

 Frame Place is a proposal for downtown Charlottesville that 
will create a new urban plaza off of the downtown pedestrian mall 
along with 42 new housing units. These units are maisonetts that 
all incorporate a large doulble-height porch space for gathering and 
entertaining. This porch space provides a transition between the 
interoir of the unit and the exterior terrace. With these components, 
the unit in Frame Place mimics the typical suburban home that 
populates most of Charlottesville and many other small cities in the 
United States. Because of this, the apartment complex bridges the 
gap between the urban and suburban conditions that exist in very 
close proximity in Charlottesville.
 The most important part of Frame Place is the plaza. The 
plaza exists on a completely transformed topography that is made 
up of 70’ x 70’ tiles that are lifted up in accordance with rises in 
the ground and the surrounding sites. This new gorund provides a 
formalized setting for the Charlottesville Saturday famers markets 
which includes up to 60 tents and stalls where venders sell local 
goods and produce. By providing ample room for this to occur, 
Framed Terrace creates a posative impact on its wider community.

SITE SECTION
SCALE  1/32=1’

UPPER LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
SCALE 1/32” = 1’
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URBAN AXONOMETRIC DRAWING
SCALE  1/32=1’
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TWISTED TOWERS:
REFRAMING THE MANHATTAN BRIDGE

 Fall 2019

 Located at the end of the manhattan bridge 
in the lower east side, this theoreticcal project tests 
the placement of computer generated architecture 
as a refreshing new gateway into Manhatten from 
Brooklyn.The towers radical form is juxtaposed  
next the neoclassical gate the currently occupies 
the site.

GRASSHOPPER SCRIPT 
HI-RES IMAGE
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SELECTED MODEL PHOTOS
Fall 2017 - Fall 2020
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